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Lignosulphonate sludge

Production of lignosulphonates results in build-up of a black, highly viscous,
heterogeneous mixture containing large conglomerated solid particlesin storage tanks.
The accumulation of such a sludge in the storage tanks poses many problems for the
mill; including environmental concerns such as increased costs for disposal in landfills
and greenhouse gas as the sludge emits strong unpleasant odours. Are there better
ways to beneficiate the sludge? The composition ofthe sludge is unknown since ithas
not been previously characterised. The aims of this projectinclude the analysis and
characterisation of the sludge as well as to ascertain the valuable materials present
and potential uses for the sludge.
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